
OLVER ANNOUNCES NEARLY $10 MILLION FOR ASSISTED-LIVING HOUSING IN GARDNER
October 22, 2002

  

     WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)      announced a $9.95 million federal grant that will fund the redevelopment      of a former Gardner mill building into assisted-living housing for      the elderly.
     The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded      the grant to Worcester Community Housing Resources (WCHR) Inc.,      a non-profit agency that will oversee the project, through its Assisted      Living Conversion Program.

     The funding will be used to convert a portion of the Heywood Wakefield      Phase III property into 78 assisted-living units for elderly residents.      The redevelopment of the vacant 147,000-square-foot industrial building      on Pine Street is part of the overall economic development of a      20-acre section of the city known rear Main Street.

     Olver announced the grant today in Gardner at the site of the project.      Remarks were made by Mayor Daniel Kelley, Michael Vito, aide to      Sen. John F. Kerry, and Peter Fellenz, president of WCHR. Also in      attendance were state legislators, and representatives from the      Gardner City Council and the Gardner Planning Department. 

     “While Gardner has a large percentage of senior residents,      it doesn’t have housing specifically designed to meet the needs      of its increasingly frail, aging population,” Olver said. “Cities      like Gardner do, however, have an overabundance of abandoned buildings.      By providing both housing and economic development opportunities,      the redevelopment of the Heywood Wakefield building is a perfect      example of how a complex of this size can be revitalized to benefit      the entire community.” 

     Fellenz added: “Worcester Community Housing Resources is pleased      to work with Congressman Olver and the prior owner of the site to      ensure that people who have worked hard all their lives can grow      old with dignity and professional care. We are committed to creating      affordable housing and to working with others to rebuild city neighborhoods      in the greater Worcester area.”
     The housing project will consist of 72 efficiency units and six      one-bedroom units. Four units will be accessible for handicapped      residents. The facility will also include a dining room, a large      formal living room, a conference room, a library for residents and      a commercial kitchen.

     For more information, contact Fellenz at 508-799-0322.
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